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Save  South  America 


The  Greatest  Challenge  to  the  Church  to-day  is 
the  Continent  of  South  America:  it  is  the 
Cal!  of  many  Nations. 

SAVE  SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Harken,  South  America  is  calling — 

Giant  land  of  need  and  pain — 

This,  the  last  great  continent  incognito  ! 
Wherefore  should  she  call  in  vain  ? 

Pagan  South  America  in  darkness — 
Paraguay,  Peru,  Brazil, 

Venezuela  southward  to  the  Argentine  — 
What  a mighty  need  to  fill ! 

Heathen  South  America  is  dying  ; 

Listen  to  the  Red-man’s  wail 
Like  a winding  sigh  among  the  palm  trees  tall, 
Yonder,  on  the  Indian  trail. 

Sin -sick  South  America  is  waiting 
Till  the  shadows  flee  away- — - 
Pris’ner  of  the  centuries,  in  chains  of  night— 
Send  her  Light  and  Life  to-day  ! 

Does  the  Saviour  see  the  people  dying 
In  a land  so  far  away  ? 

Yes,  He  sees,  and  bids  us  hasten  unto  them  ! 
Let  us  go,  or  give,  or  pray  ! 

The  Word  of  God  commands  us— a land  in  need 
entreats  us— the  love  of  Christ  constrains  us,  to  help 
in  the  South  American  campaign  against  the  forces 
of  Satan. 


The  Church  and  the  Greatest 
War. 

The  Church  of  God  is  an  army  mobilised  for 
conquest  “unto  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth 
. . . until  the  kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  His  Christ.”  Its  business 
is  to  fight  against  unrighteousness  and  sin,  by 
making  all  men  to  “ behold  the  Lamb  of  God  which 
taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.”  So  long, 
therefore,  as  any  part  of  the  world  is  under  the 
dominion  of  sin,  thither  the  Church  must  onward 
sweep  and,  at  the  cost  of  life  laid  down,  win  her 
trophies  of  victory,  or  confess  herself  to  be  no  longer 
the  Church  of  God. 

Livingstone  said: — “The  spirit  of  Missions  is 
the  spirit  of  our  Master ; the  vei;y  genius  of  our 
religion.  A diffusive  philanthropy  is  Christianity 
itself.  It  requires  perpetual  propagation  to  attest 
its  genuineness.” 

The  Church  cannot  live  except  in  this  spirit  of  the 
onward  march  which  resolutely  fills  the  gaps  of  the 
passing  generations  in  cheerful  service  for  the  King 
till  He  come. 


2 


3 


Save  South  America 


The  Church  and  its  Foes  on  the 
Battlefield  of  South  America. 

(A  Report  from  the  Front.) 

Illiteracy.  These  are  the  names  of  some  of  the 
Immorality,  forces  of  destruction  and  death,  that 
Paganism.  oppose  all  Social,  Political,  or 
Superstition.  Religious  progress  ; that  crush  even 
life  itself  in  the  dust ; the  sorrowful 
condition  of  whose  conquered  and  defenceless 
prisoners,  bound  hand  and  foot,  arrests  the  attention 
of  the  foreign  visitor  to  South  America  almost  as 
soon  as  he  lands  in  that  country. 

A missionary  leader  in  the  United  States,  who 
has  hail  his  fingers  on  the  pulse  of  foreign  missionary 
endeavour  for  many  years  writes  Though  South 
America  has  been  called  Christian  and  civilised  for 
400  years,  it  is  in  some  respects  more  in  need  of 
enlightenment  to-day  than  even  China  or  Japan. 
Fifty  years  ago  Japan  was  a pagan  nation,  but 
to-day  there  are  tlnee  times  as  many  teachers  and 
three  times  as  many  pupils  in  the  schools  of  Japan 
as  in  the  schools  of  all  South  America.  Everybody 
who  knows  anything  about  Japan  says  it  is  right 
and  needful  to  send  teachers  there,  and  if  that 
is  true  surely  it  is  three  times  more  needful  to 
send  teachers  to  South  America.”  But  South 
America  is  more  than  four  times  as  large  as 
Japan,  and  its  population,  though  probably  not 
greater  at  the  present  time  than  that  of  Japan, 


is  increasing  much  more  rapidly.  Tts  greater  need 
for  teachers  is  therefore  steadily  becoming  still 
greater. 

In  Brazil,  Uruguay,  E pmdor,  Venezuela,  and 
Paraguay,  the  population  is  reported  to  he  illegiti- 
mate to  the  extent  of  IS,  27,  f.O,  58,  and  SO  per  cent. 
Only  6 per  cent,  of  lliit'sh  blood,  and  7 percent,  of 
French  blood  is  reported  to  be  thus  taiiucd.  I 
heard  a comparison  made  between  college  students 
in  China  and  «o  lege  students  in  South  America. 
It  showed  50  per  cent,  living  pure  lives  in  China, 
and  only  5 percent  in  South  America.  If  on  moral 
grounds  there  is  urgent  need  for  Christian  mission- 
aries in  China,  it  would  seem  that  for  the  same 
reason  there  is  ten  times  more  urgency  in  South 
America. 

The  priests  of  the  Romish  Church  who  should 
give  their  voice  against  this  corruption  that  calls 
aloud  for  cleansing,  are,  with  few  exceptions,  dumb 
because  of  their  own  impurity.  From  personal 
observation  during  many  years,  and  from  the  reports 
of  our  missionaries,  I believe  I am  keeping  well 
within  the  mark  in  estimating  that  not  more  than 
10  per  cent,  of  the  priests  are  living  pure  lives. 

Other  Other  forces  of  evil  that  crowd  the  ranks 
Forces  of  the  foe  in  South  America,  about  which 
of  Evil,  space  fails  me  to  write  in  detail,  are  the 
awful  conditions  of  slavery,  and  lawless- 
ness ; the  exploitations  of  the  ignorant ; the  oppres- 
sion of  the  weak  ; the  leprosy  and  loathsome  disease  ; 
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the  misery  and  despair  of  the  sick  and  the  dying, 
■without  medical  or  spiritual  succour ; in  direct 
consequence  of  the  appalling  spiritual  darkness  aud 
superstition.  And  this  is  that  part  of  South 
America  which  has  been  called  Christian  for  four 
hundred  years ! 

Rome  Powerless  to  Deliver 

Even  if  Roman  priests  were  pure  and  preached  a 
pure  Gospel  instead  of  simply  performing  an  endless 
round  of  Romish  ritual  and  teaching  an  idolatrous 
worship  of  the  creature  rather  than  the  Creator, 
their  number  is  fearfully  inadequate. 

In  Buenos  Aires  we  have  a population  upwards  of 
one  and  a half  millions,  with  approximately  fifty- 
four  R.C.  churches,  or  only  one  church  for  each 
twenty-eight  thousand  people.  In  Paraguay  there 
are  some  thirty-three  priests,  or  only  one  priest  for 
each  thirty  thousand  people. 

The  Bitterness  These  figures  may  be  taken  as 
of  the  fairly  representing  the  general 

Destitution.  spiritual  destitution  of  the  whole 

of  South  America ; but  the  bitter- 
ness of  that  destitution  cannot  be  presented  by 
figures  alone ; we  need  to  understand  that  the 
Church  of  Rome  in  South  America  is  not  a 
preaching  church.  In  the  principal  R.C.  churches 
of  the  larger  cities,  one,  or  perhaps  two  sermons 
may  be  preached  in  the  course  of  the  year— at 
Easter  or  at  Christmas — but  in  the  great  majority 
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of  churches  there  is  no  preaching ; and  the  people 
perish  for  lack  of  knowledge. 

What  about  the  Indians? 

The  “ Pariahs  " Generally  speaking  the  Indians 
of  South  are  the  “Pariahs”  of  South 

America.  America.  Superficial  investi- 

gators, confining  their  observa- 
tions to  tribes  which  for  decades  have  been 
the  victims  of  close  contact  with  the  vicious 
influences  of  the  low-grade  morality  and  the 
illiteracy  of  the  Roman  Catholic  civilisation  around 
them,  have  been  quick  to  note  their  seemingly 
hopeless  depravity.  They  forget  that  the  present- 
day  condition  of  such  tribes  is  the  inevitable  result 
of  generations  of  oppression,  and  they  have  concluded 
accordingly  that  the  Indians  are  themselves  to 
blame  for  their  outcast  condition.  It  has  been  my 
privilege  not  only  to  know  something  of  the  Indians 
after  they  had  become  the  victims  of  the  vices  of 
civilisation,  but  I have  lived  for  years  among  them 
in  their  native  haunts  where  they  were  far  removed 
from  such  civilised  conditions.  I found  the  Indians 
to  be  by  no  means  hopelessly  depraved,  but  to  be 
just  as  ready  as  other  people  to  respond  to  good 
influences  when  these  were  brought  to  bear  upon 
them.  I do  not  contend  that  the  Indian  is  blameless, 
but  I am  convinced,  after  long  experience,  that  he 
is  by  no  means  as  blameworthy  as  some  people  who 
sit  in  judgment  upon  him  and  set  hirn  no  good 
example,  would  have  us  believe.  It  is  urgently 
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needful,  therefore,  that  the  Protestant  Church  should 
take  the  cause  of  the  Indian  to  heart  and  make 
immediate  and  adequate  provision  to  give  him  the 
chance  he  has  never  had. 

I have  seen  Indian  children  who  had  been  captured 
and  sold  by  the  “ civilised”  and  “ Christian  ” people 
around  them  after  the  parents  had  been  shot  down. 
Often,  as  we  travel  among  them,  they  can  only  be 
found  in  the  depths  of  dense  forests  where  paths 
have  to  be  cleared  to  get  our  horses  along ; some- 
times we  have  to  walk  bare-foot  in  deep  mud,  and 
have  to  ford  streams,  and  cross  dangerous  swamps, 
behind  which  the  Indians  hide  for  a measure  of 
protection  from  their  enemies.  In  the  forests  of 
Paraguay  they  are  still  to  be  found  wearing  loin- 
cloths only,  having  their  faces  painted  and  mutilated, 
and  using  long  powerful  bows  and  arrows  and  stone 
axes.  They  are  bitter  and  suspicious,  and  missionary 
work  among  them  involves  almost  insuperable 
difficulties  ; but  both  in  Paraguay  and  in  Brazil  we 
have  proved  that  they  can  be  won. 

Christ,  the  Head  of  the  Church,  commands  us  to 
preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature ; and  the 
Christian  missionary  who  carries  the  pure  Gospel  to 
the  Indians  and  lives  the  same  Gospel  among  them 
finds  that  “ the  entrance  of  the  Word  giveth  Light,” 
and  that  even  the  most  degraded  Indians  respond  as 
readily  as  the  people  around  them  who  call  them- 
selves civilised  and  Christian. 


